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This document is meant to be, not simply a record and 
guide to the stained glass windows of Sacred Heart of Jesus 
parish in San José, California, but also an aid to prayer and 
meditation. Each of the windows portray holy women and 
men, angels, the Virgin Mary (in various guises), or Our 
Lord. These images therefore are intended to be sources of 
inspiration: for imitation as models of christian disciple-
ship, as source of humility in the face of God’s awesome 
goodness, and as  focus points for prayerful meditation on 
the deepest mysteries of God’s love. In all cases the images 
presented have layers of meaning much deeper than the 
simple, though glorious, use of beautifully colored light to 
brightly decorate the interior of the church. Stained glass 
windows are treasured in Chrisitan art as yet another way 
to present to the church images meant to illuminate the 
heart and soul of those open to the light.
 As with all art and human artifice in general, these 
windows will, in the end, fall far short of even a significant 
experience of the greater reality they seek to communicate. 
They are hampered by the fact that they are works of 
humans, limited to a time and a place, stuck in a given cul-
ture, using a particular style and medium. However if the 
viewer can be helped to understand some of the “language” 
of that particular time and culture, the limitations of the 
artform and style, then a deeper appreciation can begin to 
enlighten the viewer. That is the goal of this introduction. 
 Just as these windows clearly show our faith they 
also tell something of the people who helped build this 
particular church during the first decades of the last centu-
ry. Most of the founders of Sacred Heart of Jesus parish 
were Italian immigrants who had arrived there during the 
last decade of the 1800’s and the first few of the 1900’s. They 
held dear many of the saints and traditions  of their native 
Italy. Therefore, many of the windows sponsored or com-
missioned by our founders are of famous, and some not-
quite-so-famous, Italian saints and apparitions of the Virgin 
Mary. Saints Clare, Francis, and Anthony of Padua are 
examples of Italian saints known widely, at least in 
California, as they are the patrons of cities and missions 
within California’s historic and much-loved chain of mis-
sions.  However, there are other lessser known saints from 
Italy and Europe gracing our church, for example St. Rocco 
and St. Rita. Some of the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin, 
great sources of devotion for our Italian forebearers, may be 
new to us as well, for example the Virgin of Caravaggio and 
of Guardia. Hopefully the following pages of this little 
booklet will help these images  open up to us new paths for 
God’s love to flow into our hearts and souls. 
 Each window is presented on a seperate page. The 
title of the image is given first, immediately under which is 
the feast day of the saint, the Virgin Mary, or the Lord. The 
third thing listed is a notation to indicate where in the 
church the image may be found. All directions are given 
while facing the altar.  A capital “L” indicates the lower left 
group of images, the large windows, and an “R” is for the 
lower right array. Lower case “l” and “r” indicate the 
smaller upper left and right rows of windows, respectively. 

Introduction

The lower, larger windows are numbered from the door to 
the altar,  with Roman numerals (i.e. I, II, etc.). The upper 
course is numbered with Arabic numerals 1 - 14. There are 
two windows out of this sequence. They are the two in the 
choir loft and were given the labels of “A” and “B”.  Below 
the location indicator is a list of the patronage of that par-
ticular saint where applicable. 
 Under those labels is a short paragraph explaning 
the image in the window. When the image is a saint a brief 
biography is included.  Here also symbols and other visual 
references within the picture are highlighted. If the image is 
not currently well known some of it’s theological back-
ground is discussed. In the center of the page in the larger, 
bold type, a prayer is shared. These prayers are usually 
taken from the opening prayer given in the weekday missal 
for memorials of the saint, when available, or are a popular 
prayer for that saint. In the case of Marian apparitions or 
images of Our Lord the prayer is often a famous devotional 
prayer or taken from a prayer for Mass or other liturgy of 
the Church.  Hopefully these prayers will help us deepen 
our devotion and love of Our Lord as we become more  
resolved to follow Him, inspired by the images portrayed.
 The last lines on each page are exact quotations of 
the dedication written at the bottom of each  window. As 
will be seen, several of them are in Italian, the first language 
of our forebearers. 



daily devotions

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart (or Notre Dame of 
the Sacred Heart) shows us Mary in a special role. 
The scene is a symbolic, theological meditation or 
reflection on Mary’s role in the cosmological plan 
of salvation. She is portrayed as the Madonna, 
mother of the infant Jesus, and as Queen of Heaven 
(notice the crown). Note that the baby Jesus in her 
arms holds an orb, symbol of universal lordship, 
and so reminds us of the origin of both those roles 
of  Mary. We are to understand from her gesture to 
the little cherubs on the sides of the scene that at 
her intercession, at her plea to and through her 
Son, that mercy, cooling and soothing, is poured 
out on all suffering souls. The baby Jesus, once 
again quietly and subtly relays to us, through art, 
symbol, metaphor, a deeper and universal truth. He sweetly points to His Sacred Heart, the seat and font 
of all love and mercy. His right hand points up to Mary, indicating that we can also reach His Sacred 
Heart through the prayers of our Mother. This image is also known as Mary, Queen of Purgatory.

Notre Dame of the 
Sacred  Heart
LI
Patroness of souls in hell or purgatory

Remember, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, what ineffable power thy divine
Son hath given thee over His own adorable Heart. Full of trust in thy merits,
we come before thee and beg thy protection. O heavenly Treasurer of the
Heart of Jesus, that Heart which is the inexhaustible source of all graces,
which thou may open to us at thy good pleasure, in order that from it may
flow forth upon mankind the riches of love and mercy, light and salvation,
that are contained therein; grant unto us, we beseech thee,
the favors which we seek . . . We can never, never be refused by thee,
and since thou art our Mother, O our Lady of the Sacred Heart,
graciously hear our prayers and grant our request. 
Amen. 
Original citation: “Donated by E.J. DeMichele Family”
Citation after restoration: "Donated by Bill & Jo Giovannoni" 



This window relates the story of The Annunciation 
of the Virgin Mary as told to us in the gospel of St. 
Luke 1:26-38. The angel Gabriel announces to 
Mary that she has been chosen to bear the Christ 
child. Her response, “Behold, I am the handmaid 
of the Lord. May it be done to me according to 
your word.”, is the penultimate example for us 
Christians. The ultimate one being the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, which we are subtly remind-
ed of by way of the vase of Easter lilies at the bot-
tom, front and center of the scene.  Our response to 
her great love can only be to echo Gabriel’s initial 
greeting to Mary in the story, and prompted by the 
banner (in Latin), carried by the angel standing on 
a cloud, that reads “Hail Mary full of…” The presence of the Holy Spirit is made apparent symbolically 
by the dove at the top, center of the scene. Mary’s great “Yes” to God has been revered and emulated by 
Christians since the earliest days of the church. 

Annunciation

God our Father,
Your Word became man [human] and was born of the Virgin Mary.
May we become more like Jesus Christ,
whom we acknowledge as our redeemer, God and man [human].
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

“donated by John and Anna M. Feyen”

March 25
LII



October 4
LIII

St. Francis  & 
Jesus on the Cross

Father,
you helped St. Francis to reflect the image of Christ 
through a life of poverty and humility.
May we follow your Son by walking in the footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi,
and by imitating his joyful love.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

“in memory of R. Liguori and A. Casaccia”

St. Francis (c.1181-1226) is seen embracing and 
being embraced by Jesus in the midst of suffering. 
This is a portrayal of a vision that St. Francis had 
towards the end of his own life of sacrifice for the 
Gospel. The cherub holds open a book which in 
Latin reads “Whoever does not give up all that he 
owns….” The allusion is to the “cost of disciple-
ship” (Luke 14:33) and to the story of the rich 
young man who questions Jesus as to how one gets 
into heaven (Luke 18:22). We recall that Francis 
was the son of a rich merchant and that rather than 
walk away, as  did the rich young man in Luke’s 
gospel, Francis followed Jesus, giving up all he 
owned and living a life of poverty, humility, prayer, 
and sacrifice. Francis rests one foot on an orb, sym-
bolic of his being transported, spiritually, through time and space, to be at Jesus’ side on Calvary. 

Patron of Italy, Catholic Action, environmental-
ists, merchants, and animals



Holy Family

The Sunday within the Octave of
 Christmas or Dec. 30th

LIV

Father in heaven, creator of all,
you ordered the earth to bring forth life 
and crowned its goodness by creating the family of man[the human family].
In history’s moment when all was ready, you sent your Son to dwell in time, 
obedient to the laws of life in our world.
Teach us the sanctity of human love, show us the value of family life, and 
help us to live in peace with all men [humanity] 
that we may share in your life for ever.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

“donated by Mr. and Mrs. Settimo DeLucca in memory of their families”

The Holy Family, Mary, Joseph and the child Jesus 
are caught in a moment of domestic life. Jesus is 
sharing a word of scripture with his parents, who 
have momentarily stopped their work to prayer-
fully listen. Mary holds a drop spindle on which 
she had been spinning wool. Joseph holds his saw, 
still for but a moment. Even the Holy Spirit, seen in 
the form of a dove on the ledge between Joseph 
and Jesus, is giving Jesus an ear. The angel holds 
outstretched a banner which, in Latin, reads 
“Prayer and Work”, surely the role of all holy 
families.

Patrons of families
LIV



St. Joseph &
Infant Jesus
March 19
LV
Patron of the Universal Church, China, Russia, 
Canada, Mexico, Peru, Belgium, Korea, Austria, 
Vietnam, Bohemia, workers, carpenters, fathers, 
social justice, travelers, house hunters, the dying

St. Joseph, Jesus’ daddy, holds his infant son ten-
derly in his right hand, while in his left he holds a 
lily, symbol of Christ’s resurrection. The contradic-
tion of innocent new life on the one hand and sac-
rificial death and rising on the other must have 
given such a loving, even if not biological, father, 
cause to pause. As it should us all. And baby Jesus 
hints, through art, in that symbolic use of gesture 
the church is so fond of, at that great paradox. The 
Son holds out together the pointer and index fin-
gers of His right hand, in blessing and reminds us 
that in this helpless infant we see both True God 
and true humanity.

Father,
you entrusted our Savior to the care of St. Joseph.
By the help of his prayers 
may your Church continue to serve its Lord, Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

“in memoria di Giuseppe Antonio Bisceglia
Dona delle Sue Sorelle Phillippina deRose 
and Maria Cribari” [in memory of G.A.B. donated by his sisters P.dR. and M.C.]



LVI

Blessed Mary of the Rosary (or Queen of the Most 
Holy Rosary) is seen here, a crown of twelve stars 
around her head. She is also known as Our Lady of 
Pompeii. Notice the fuming Mt. Vesuvius in the 
background, through the lefthand window. 
Engraved on the pedestal the words “Ave Maria” 
remind us of God’s call of her to bear Christ despite 
human limitations, and the proper response of 
model discipleship to serve the Lord, for which she 
is crowned. Her necklace, which reads “Rosario”, 
identifies her as Queen of the Rosary. The two 
adoring saints at her side were each instrumental 
in bringing the rosary to the larger church. This is 
symbolized by the infant Jesus handing St. Dominic, 
on the left, a rosary, and the Madonna giving St. 
Catherine of Siena, on the right, one also. St. Dominic founded the Dominican Order to which St. 
Catherine also belonged. Both were mystics and visionaries who wrote about their call to spread the 
rosary prayers. Their head ornaments also come from the visions they left us in their writings. 
 The feast of Our Lady of the Rosary was instituted in 1573 to commemorate the victory at Lepanto, 
on Sunday, October 7, 1571, when the combined naval forces of the Holy League (Spain, Genoa, Venice, 
Sicily, Naples, and Malta) routed the larger, undefeated fleet of the Ottoman Empire of Sulieman the 
Magnificent. The victory was attributed to the Christian fleet praying the rosary seeking the intercession 
of the Virgin Mary.

Blessed Mother of the
Rosary

Patroness of the rosary

Lord,
fill our hearts with your love,
and as you revealed to us by an angel 
the coming of your Son as man,
so lead us through his suffering and death to the glory of his resurrection,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

“in memory of Marianna and Carmaine Filice
donated  by Mr. and Mrs. Bruno Bisceglia

October 7 (St. Dominic, Aug. 8; St. Catherine, April 29)

“in memoria di Giuseppe Antonio Bisceglia
Dona delle Sue Sorelle Phillippina deRose 
and Maria Cribari” [in memory of G.A.B. donated by his sisters P.dR. and M.C.]



This quiet and quaint image shows us a young 
angel humbly praying. The red sash about its waist 
may indicate passionate, fervent prayer.

Praying Angel

RI (small window), in vestibule, rt. of main 
entrance

Holy angels of God,
pray for us.
Amen

“Gift of Fr. J. H. de Nicholas”



St. Stanislaus and St. Stanislaus Kostka are associ-
ated in this window because of their names and 
their origin and patronage as saints of Poland. The 
young Stanislaus (1550-1568) was known for his 
studiousness, religious fervor, and visions. He was 
frustrated in his initial attempts to join the Jesuits 
until taken under the wing by St. Peter Canisius. 
Stanislaus was sent to Rome, where he was accept-
ed into the Jesuits at 17 years of age. He died the 
following year. The older Stanislaus (1030-1079) 
was bishop of Cracow. He was widely known and 
respected as a spiritual advisor and for his preach-
ing and reforms efforts. However, he ran afoul of 
the King of Poland who didn’t like being denounced 
for his cruelty, injustice, and kidnap and rape of another man’s wife. The king himself beheaded 
Stanislaus while he was celebrating Mass at a chapel outside of town.

St. Stanislaus Kostka &
St. Stanislaus of Crakow
April 11 St. S. of Crakow
Nov. 13 St. S Kostka
RII
St. S. of Crakow: Poles & the city of Crakow
St. S Kostka: lesser patron of Poland, broken 
bones, last Sacraments, Oblate aspirants

St. S. of Crakow: Father, to honor you St. Stanislaus faced martyrdom with 
courage. Keep us strong and loyal in our faith until death. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.
St. S Kostka: O God, Who among the many wonders of Your wisdom endow 
some, even in tender years, with the grace of ripest holiness: 
grant under us, we beseech You, after the pattern of blessed Stanislaus, to be 
instant in good works, and thus to make speed to enter into everlasting rest. 
Amen.

“In memory of Stanislaus Cribari
donated by his parents”



1st Friday after the Feast of Corpus Christi
RIII

The Sacred Heart of Jesus is an image that, in writ-
ing and in portrayals as a separate heart, dates 
back at least to the high middle ages (14th cen.), 
and it is, of course, our patronal image. The famil-
iar image of the person of Jesus appearing before 
you with his Sacred Heart exposed dates to a series 
of visions given to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 
beginning on Dec. 27, 1673. The revelations gave 
her instructions in regards to devotions dedicated 
to his Sacred Heart. Pope Clement XIII officially 
approved the devotion in 1765.

Sacred Heart of Jesus

Father,
we honor the heart of your Son broken by man’s [humanity’s] cruelty,
yet symbol of love’s triumph, 
pledge of all that man [humanity] is called to be.
Teach us to see Christ in the lives we touch,
to offer him living worship by love-filled service to our brothers and sisters.
We as this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

“Donated by Catholic Ladies Aid Society”



St.Mark: April 25 & St. Elijah: July 20
RIV
St. Mark: Patron of Egypt, Venice, notaries, bas-
ket weavers, glassworkers, opticians, and cattle 
breeders
St. Elijah: destroyer of unclean forces

St. Mark the Evangelist 
and  St. Elijah

St. Mark the Evangelist (died c.74 A.D.) and the 
prophet Elijah (9th century B.C.) are seen together 
in this window due to a thematic unity. St. Mark is 
shown with pen in hand and a lion at his feet. The 
lion is the symbol for St. Mark the Evangelist 
because his Gospel opens with the roar of John the 
Baptist crying out in the wilderness “Repent and 
prepare for the coming of the Lord.” Both John the 
Baptist and Elijah (the other figure portrayed here), 
as a result of God’s call, spent time in the desert in 
fasting, prayer and meditation. Elijah was fed, via 
crows, which brought him bread and meat (1Kings 
17:1-7), as seen in this window. The sunrise at the 
horizon reminds us that these two are considered 
the harbingers of salvation. John the Baptist announced the coming of the Messiah, Jesus, and we are 
told by the prophet Malachi that God will send us Elijah before His salvation dawns upon the earth.

St. Mark: Father, you gave St. Mark the privilege of proclaiming your gospel. 
May we profit by his wisdom and follow Christ more faithfully.  Grant this 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.
St. Elijah:  O glorious Prophet Elias who foresaw the glories of God, by your 
command you withheld the rains from heaven: intercede for our sake with 
the only One who loves mankind! [humankind]
Amen.

“dono di Marco Rancadore” [donated by Mark Rancadore]



The assumption of Mary is depicted in this win-
dow. She rises on a cloud into heaven, her head 
surrounded by twelve stars. Upon her death she 
was simply assumed into the eternal Kingdom of 
God. In death, as in life, she knew no corruption. 
Through divine favor she is the first of us mortals 
to be resurrected and so is living eternally with her 
son, our Lord. The two angels give symbolic indi-
cation of this. One holds a palm frond, symbol of 
death and triumph; the other holds a lily, the sym-
bol of resurrection.

Assumption: August 15
RV

All-powerful and ever-living God,
you raised up the sinless Virgin Mary, Mother of your Son,
body and soul to the glory of heaven. May we see heaven as our final goal 
and come to share her glory.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

The Assumption of Our 
Blessed Mother, Mary

“Donated by Frank Vita and Family”



December 13
RVI
Patroness of those with eye disease and for 
protection against eye ailments, writers, 
and Syracuse, Sicily

St. Lucy

Lucy (d.304) was an early christian martyr whom 
tradition says was born in Syracuse of noble par-
ents. As a christian living during the  reign and 
persecutions of the emperor Diocletion she suf-
fered greatly. Legend has it that  she was quite 
beautiful with extraordinarily lovely eyes. (Her 
name in Latin, “Lucia”, means light.) Pagan suit-
ors sought her but she refused and was therefore 
denounced as a Christian and arrested. She was 
sentenced by the Roman Governor to a brothel for 
her supposed lovelessness. Roman soldiers came 
to get her but she could not be moved. It was 
therefore ordered that she be burned to death, 
but, again, she remained unharmed. Finally she 
was stabbed in the throat and killed. Other leg-
ends add that the soldier/suitor exclaimed lustfully that it was her beautiful eyes that made him want 
her. She promptly plucked out her eyes and offered them to him. Her eyes, so some versions of the 
legend go, miraculously grew back. Our window is inspired by that legend and her patronage of all 
those suffering ailments of the eyes.

Lord, 
give us courage through the prayers of St. Lucy. 
As we celebrate her entrance into eternal glory, 
we ask to share her happiness in the life to come. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

“in honor of St. Lucy
S. P. Christina and Family”



St. Michael Archangel stands guard over the 
entrance to the Garden of Eden. The shield held in 
his left hand is embossed with the Latin phrase 
“Quis ut Deus”, which means “Who is like God”. 
It is a literal translation of his name from the 
Hebrew: Mikha-el. In the Revelation (12:7) we 
learn of Michael’s casting down Satan from Heaven. 
The flaming sword in his right hand refers to 
Genesis 3:24 wherein God set a flaming sword to 
guard the entrance to the Garden, preventing fall-
en humanity from reentering.

St. Michael Archangel

Sept. 29  
A (choir loft, back wall, right side)
Patron of Germany, England, Papua New 
Guinea, Gibraltar, the Solomon Islands, the 
sick, radiologists, grocers, mariners, police offi-
cers, paratroopers, and cemeteries

St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness and snares of 
the devil.  May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of 
the Heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil 
spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen.

Gift of Fr. J. H. Nicholas



St. Joan of Arc is shown in this window. The 
knight’s armor and the lance hung with a pennant 
upon which the fleur de lys design is clearly visible 
is a typical imagery for her. The youngest of five 
children born in 1412 to peasant farmers in 
Domrémy, France she was very pious and had 
visions from as young  as thirteen years old. She 
lived during tumultuous times for France. As a 
result of the Hundred Years War and civil wars the 
country had no king and large parts of it were con-
trolled by foreign powers. Joan heard voices of  
saints who told her God wanted her to save France. 
Few would believe her. After successfully predict-
ing French defeats she was taken more seriously 
and given armor, a horse, a sword, penant, and an 
army to lead. She lead several victorious campaigns. One famous battle was the retaking of the town of 
Orléans thus earning her the title “Maid of Orléans”. Once more French land was secured allowing the 
dauphin  (heir to the throne) to be crowned at Rheims Cathedral as King Charles VII of France. However, 
she was eventually defeated and captured by enemy forces and put on trial for witchcraft. Found guilty 
she was at first tricked into recanting but quickly repeated her belief that God had sent her to save 
France. She was declared a heretic and sentenced to burn at the stake. She died at the stake on May 30, 
1431 with her eyes fixed on the cross, calling on Jesus. In 1456 a commission appointed by Pope Callistus 
III declared her innocent. She was finally canonized  by Pope Benedict XV in 1920.

St. Joan of Arc

May 30
B (choir loft, back wall, left side)
Patroness of France and soldiers

O God, 
you have chosen Saint Joan of Arc
to defend her country against the invading enemy. 
Through her intercession, grant that we may work for justice and live in peace. 
We pray through Jesus Christ, your son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God forever and ever.
Amen.

“Ibarra
Jose & Elba”



A vision of St. Therese of Lisieux is depicted 
in this window. She is seen in ecstatic trans-
port, rising toward the heavenly goal, from 
her Carmelite robe drop roses, back toward 
earth, reminding us of the other name she is 
popularly known by, “the Little Flower.” She 
was born Marie Franciose Martin in Alencon, 
France in 1873, the youngest of nine chil-
dren. She was sickly and had a tragic short 
life, dying at the age of 24. Her mother died 
early in her life, causing the family to move 
to Lisieux where she was raised by sisters 
and aunts. Two sisters became Carmelite 
nuns and Marie Franciose followed, taking 
the name of St. Therese of the child Jesus. 
She is greatly revered for her simple piety and appreciation of and joy in the small miracles 
of life. Her spiritual autobiography The Story of a Soul is still widely read.

St. Teresa of Lisieux 

Oct. 1
l1
Patroness of France, Russia, foreign missions, 
aviators, and florists

God our Father, 
you promised your kingdom 
to those who are willing to become like little children. 
Help us to follow the way of St. Theresa with confidence 
so that by her prayers we may come to know eternal glory. 
Grant this through our Lord Jeuss Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

“Gift of the young ladies of Sacred Heart Church”



Mary, in her role as the Queen of Heaven, appeared  
on May 16, 1432 to a humble peasant women 
named Giovanna Vacchi outside of the town of 
Caravaggio, near Cremona, in Italy. This image is 
therefore known as the Virgin of Caravaggio. It is 
also called Our Lady of the Fountain because of a 
miraculous spring caused to flow as part of the 
apparition. The cathedral of the city can be seen in 
the background, in the center.

The Virgin of Carravaggio

May 26  
l2

O God,
it was by the Ressurection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you brought joy to this world. 
Grant that through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, his Mother, 
we may attain the joy of eternal life.
Through Christ, our Lord.
Amen. 

“Gift of
Mr. Caesar Nicora and family”



St. Isabella, Queen of Portugal, stands facing us. 
Her robe barely holds in roses, symbolic of her 
numerous works of charity. Also known as 
Elizabeth of Portugal, she was the daughter of the 
king of Aragon (Spain) and the grandniece of St. 
Elizabeth of Hungary, after whom she was named. 
She was married to King Denis of Portugal and 
became known as “the Peacemaker” for aiding in 
settling numerous disputes between and among 
the royalty of Aragon, Castille, and Portugal. She 
was greatly loved for her piety, love, and care of 
the poor, sick, and the orphaned, establishing 
many hospitals, convents, and foundling homes.

St.Isabel 
Queen of Portugal
July 4
l3
Patroness of Portugal

Father of peace and love,
you gave St. Elizabeth the gift of reconciling enemies.
By the help of her prayers 
give us courage to work for peace among men [people],
that we may be called the sons [children] of God.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

“Gift of John and Isabel Silva”



A wonderful picture of the Madonna and child is 
dispalyed in this window. This popular image 
always serves to help us contemplate the depths 
and tenderness of God’s trust and love shown in 
his incarnation as a helpless child.

Madonna & Child

daily prayer
l4

Hail Mary,
Full of grace. The Lord is with you. 
Blessed art thou and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.
Amen.

“In memory of Peter and Ellen Mullaly”



The Resurrection of Our Lord is depicted here. 
Notice on his right hand the two fingers are 
extended in blessing serving to demonstrate the 
two aspects of Christ’s being: true God and true 
human. He rises victoriously from His grave carry-
ing the triumphant cross and pennant on which 
reads “Ego Sum, Salvator Mundo,” that is “I am 
the Savior of the World.”

The Resurrection of 
Christ
Easter Sunday
l5

God our Father, creator of all,
Easter is the day of greatest joy. On that morning on which the Lord appeared 
to men[humanity] who had begun to lose hope and opened their eyes to 
what the scriptures foretold: that first he must die, and then he would rise 
and ascend into his Father’s glorious presence.
May the risen Lord breathe on our minds and open our eyes that we may 
know him in the breaking of the bread, and follow him in his risen life.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

“Fr. Cuchulan Moriarty”



St. Blaise (Blase) was the bishop of Sebastea, 
Armenia, in the early 300’s. Licinius martyred him 
during the persecutions of Christians, around 316. 
He is revered for his piety and healing chrism. 
Legend has it that when a certain boy began to 
choke on a bone lodged in his throat. St. Blaise 
cured him. While in prison the boy’s mother 
brought him two candles. To this day we use two 
candles to bless throats on the feast day of St. 
Blaise. 

St. Blase

February 3
l6
Patron of those with throat ailments and veteri-
narians.

Lord,
hear the prayers of your martyr Blase.
Give us the joy of your peace in this life 
and help us to gain the happiness that will never end.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

“The Louis Pasquinelli Family”



Another greatly loved early Christian martyr is 
depicted in this window. St. Agnes, with a lamb in 
her left hand (“agnus” is Latin for “lamb”), and the 
palm of martyrdom in her right, reminds us that all 
who follow the spotless lamb, Jesus the Christ, are 
expected to make sacrifices also. Though few are 
called to give their lives all are expected to “die a 
little to ourselves” each day in order to give a bit of 
our selves to others. Agnes was the beautiful 
daughter of wealthy Romans. A rebuffed and 
vengeful suitor identified her to the authorities as 
a Christian during the persecutions of Diocletian. 
She remained pure despite confinement to a house 
of prostitution and then imprisonment. She was 
beheaded and buried (c.306) in a cemetery that still 
bears her name on the Via Nomentana in Rome.

St. Agnes

January 21
l7
Patroness of young girls, chastity and betrothed 
couples

Almighty, eternal God,
you choose what the world considers weak 
to put the worldly power to shame.
May we who celebrate the birth of St. Agnes into eternal joy 
be loyal to the faith she professed.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

[no dedication]



This window depicts an appearance of the Virgin 
Mary in 1490 on top of Mt. Figogna, near Genoa, 
Italy, to a humble peasant farmer named Benedetto 
Pareto from a village in the valley below. A santu-
ary was built by tearing down an old watch tower 
that had stood on the mountain for many years. 
This vision of Our Lady is therefore known as  
“Nostra Senora della Guardia” (Our Lady of the 
Watch). The lamb, again, reminds us of the “spot-
less victim,” Jesus, seen just above, held by his 
mother, as an innocent babe. However, the crown 
he wears tells us he is Christ the Lord and King. 
Mary, likewise crowned, is seen to be the Queen of 
Heaven.

Our Lady of Guardia

August 29
l8
Genoa, Italy and the surrounding countryside

Hail, Holy Queen,
mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness, and our hope.
To you we cry, poor banished children of Eve;
to you we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears.
Turn then, O most gracious advocate, your eyes of mercy toward us, 
and after our exile, show us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus. 
O clement, O loving, O sweet virgin Mary.
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
Amen.

“in memory of
Jerom Casaccia and Family”



St. Nicholas of Bari (died c. 350) is the patron saint 
of children, which helps to explain both the two 
naked babies in this scene and his transformation 
into “Santa Claus.” He was actually the bishop of 
Myra, a city along the coast of what is now  Turkey. 
He was greatly loved for his holiness and had 
many miracles attributed to him.  He was impris-
oned for a long time during the Diocletian persecu-
tions but was finally released. He served the 
church at the Council of Nicea, preaching against 
heresies. He is said to have shown great charity to 
the poor and to have spoken out against bribery 
and false testimony. He became very popular in the 
West after his remains were transported to Bari, 
Italy, during the early Middle Ages. In part, due to stories attached to this sea trip, he also became known 
as the patron of storm tossed sailors

St. Nicholas of Bari 

December 6
l9
Patron of Russia, Greece, Sicily, children, travel-
ers, pilgrims, bakers, brides, sailors, merchants, 
sea pilots, perfumers, and pawnbrokers

Father,
Hear our prayers for mercy,
and by the help of St. Nicholas
keep us safe from danger, 
and guide us on the way  of salvation. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

“gift of
M. Riggio [&] Nicolas Sulli”



This classic and well-loved scene shows a guardian 
angel protecting a young child from danger as she 
makes a perilous journey through a dark wood. It 
is symbolic for us all as we go through our travels 
in life.

Guardian Angel 

October 2
l10

God our Father,
in your loving providence 
you send your holy angels to watch over us. 
Hear our prayers,
defend us always by their protection 
and let us share your life with them for ever.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

“pray for the donor”



The Good Samaritan is portrayed in this window. 
The well-known and much-loved parable comes 
from the gospel of Luke 10:29-37. It is our model 
for becoming neighbor to those in need and brings 
to mind Jesus’s words from Mat 25:40: “As you did 
it to one of the least of these my brothers or sisters, 
you did it to me.”

The Good Samaritan

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle C)
l11
Patron of care givers

Lord, 
help me to be ever aware of the commandment to love You and to love my 
neighbor as myself.
Lord, help me to be a merciful neighbor, even when it is inconvenient, when 
time is short or other responsibilities loom.
Help me to remember the Good Samaritan and Jesus’ simple message: Go 
and do likewise.
Amen.

“Donated by 
L. L. Orlando and family”



St. Anthony of Padua (1195-1231) was a disciple of 
St. Francis and is also second only to him, of all 
Franciscans, in fame and love as a saint. He is 
shown here in his vision of the infant Jesus. The lily 
reminds us of Christ’s death and resurrection. He 
was born in 1195 in Lisbon, Portugal, as Ferdinand 
de Bulhoes and originally took the vows of an 
Augustinian. In 1221 he transferred to the 
Franciscan order and took the name of Anthony. 
He became widely known for his dynamic and 
persuasive preaching, his work against heresies, 
his great labors of charity and love for the poor, his 
ardent fights against corruption, his success at 
abolishing debtors prisons, and his numerous 
miracles.

St. Anthony of Padua 

June 13
l12
Patron of Brazil, Portugal, searchers of lost 
articles, travelers, the poor, barren women, and 
harvests

Almighty God,
you have given St. Anthony to your people as an outstanding preacher 
and a ready helper in time of need. 
With his assistance may we follow the gospel of Christ 
and know the help of your grace in every difficulty. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

“Donated by L. Orlando and Family”



Our Blessed Mother of Mount Carmel is the title 
given to Mary in the guise shown here. Notice that 
Our Mother holds out to us a scapula in either 
hand and so does her son Jesus. The scapula was 
an integral part of the vision and plan of the 
Blessed Virgin who appeared to St. Simon Stock, 
General of the Order of Carmelites. She directed 
him to found a Confraternity whose members 
should wear this scapular and consecrate them-
selves to her service.

Our Blessed Mother of 
Mt. Carmel &  Jesus
July 16
l13
Patroness of Carmelite Orders and the 
Confraternity of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel and all 
who wear her scapular

Father,
may the prayers of the Virgin Mary protect us 
and help us to reach Christ her Son
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

“Donated by Mr. and Mrs. Alphonse F. Bisceglia”



St. Alphonsus of Ligouri (1696-1787) was a bishop 
(note the special hat of the bishop, the miter, and 
the staff or crosier in his left hand) and doctor of 
the church. He was born in Naples, Italy, in 1696 
and originally became a successful lawyer. 
However, he was called to the priesthood and 
joined the Oratorians in 1726. In 1730 he helped 
Sister Mary Celeste fulfill her vision to found the 
Redemptorine Order of sisters and the following 
year he organized the Congregation of the Most 
Holy Redeemer (The Redemptorists). The order 
grew, and Alphonsus spent much time preaching 
missions in outlaying farms and villages and writ-
ing prolifically. Though he had earlier refused a 
bishopric he was obliged to accept the position of 
bishop of Sant’ Agata dei Goti. In this role he carried out many programs of reform in various aspects of 
the church life. He aided the poor and educated the ignorant. Later in life he suffered more and more 
from rheumatism, to the point of paralysis. He also became entangled in political and organizational 
troubles and experienced deep spiritual depression. However, during his last years he experienced 
numerous visions and ecstasies. He also performed miracles and spoke prophecies that were later ful-
filled. His writings have been very successful, especially his “Theologia Moralis” (Moral Theology), a 
copy of which he holds open in his left hand so you can catch the title. He was declared a doctor of the 
Church in 1871 by Pope Pius IX and is one of Italy’s favorite saints.

St. Alphonsus of 
Ligouri  
August 1
l14
Patron of theologians, confessors, and religious 
vocations

Father,
you constantly build up your Church by the lives of your saints.
Give us grace to follow St. Alphonsus
in his loving concern for the salvation of men [humanity],
and so come to share his reward in heaven.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

“Donated by Mr. and Mrs. Alphonse F. Bisceglia”



St. Rocco (or Roche in French, or Roque in Spanish) 
(1295-1378) was born the son of a governor at 
Montpellier, France. He was orphaned at 20 and 
went on a pilgrimage to Rome. However, a plague 
broke out and spread throughout Italy. In Rome he 
cared for the plague victims and then as he was 
returning home contracted the plague himself in 
Piacenza, Italy. He recovered and then performed 
many miracles. He returned home but was arrest-
ed and imprisoned as a spy. Apparently no one 
recognized him and he did not identify himself. He 
died in prison, but miracles continued to be attrib-
uted to him even after his death. He became a very 
popular saint from the Middle Ages on, and his 
intercession is invoked by pilgrims and for help 
with plagues and pestilence. The shells on his shoulders and the dog companion underscore his patron-
age of pilgrims; these are standard symbols for medieval pilgrims.  

St. Rocco

August 17
r1
Patron of invalids, surgeons, prisoners, victims 
of contagious diseases and plagues

O great St. Rocco, deliver us, we beseech thee, from the scourges of God;
through thy intercession, preserve our bodies from contagious diseases,
and our souls from the contagion of sin.
Obtain for us salubrious air; but, above all, purity of heart.
Assist us to make good use of health, to bear sufferings with patience;
and, after thy example, to live in the practice of penance and charity,
that we may one day enjoy the happiness 
which thou has merited by thy virtues.
St. Rocco, pray for us.  (3 times)
Amen.

“Dono de Emanuele Consiglia E Famiglia”



Our Lady, Queen of Heaven is the title of this win-
dow. We see a young Jesus in front of his mother 
who wears a crown. Their hands are stretched up 
to heaven.  The cherubs on either side hold the flo-
ral symbol of the resurrection, the Easter lily.  On 
October 11, 1954, His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, in 
his encyclical letter, “Ad Caeli Reginam,” decreed 
and instituted the feast of the Queenship of Mary 
to be celebrated throughout the world every year. 
Likewise, he decreed that on that feast “there be 
renewed the consecration of the human race to the 
Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary.”

Our Lady, Queen of 
Heaven
August 22
r2
Patroness of the Human Race

Father,
you have given us the mother of your Son to be our queen and mother.
With the support of her prayers
may we come to share the glory of your children 
in the kingdom of heaven.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

“Donated by F. M. Badagliacca Jr.”



The shamrock in his right hand clearly identifies 
this image as that of Saint Patrick (c.389-c.461), one 
of Ireland’s many great saints. Patrick’s place of 
birth is uncertain. He probably was ordained and 
worked for a time in Roman Britain and Gaul 
(France). He was made a bishop by St. Germanus 
and then sent to Ireland to replace St Palladius who 
had recently died. He is credited with bringing 
Christianity to pagan Ireland. He taught about the 
Trinity and used the native shamrock to illustrate 
how God could have three aspects but remain one 
God. Numerous miracles are attributed to him, 
especially during the thirty-some-odd years he 
spent battling the Druids for the hearts and souls 
of the Irish people. He established religious com-
munities, wrote spiritual works and letters, and promoted learning throughout the land (hinted at by the 
book he carries). He is shown in the clothes and symbols of a bishop (miter, crosier), of course all in green 
for the “emerald isles.” On the ground by his left foot is a snake to remind us of the story in which St. 
Patrick drove all snakes out of Ireland. 

St. Patrick

March 17
r3
Patron of Ireland and Nigeria

God our Father,
you sent St. Patrick 
to preach your glory to the people of Ireland.
By the help of his prayers, 
may all Christians proclaim your love to all men [humanity].
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

“Gift of Victor A. Pinard and Family
 Antone and J. B. Pinard”



The eagle on the ground to the right and the book, 
held open, which reads in Latin “Evangelium Iesus 
Christi” (“The Good News of Jesus Christ”) tells us 
this is St. John the Evangelist, who probably lived 
from 6 until 96 A.D. Each of the authors of the four 
gospels, or evangelists, is associated with a crea-
ture. St John’s is the eagle because his gospel soars 
majestically above the others in its sublime imag-
ery and theological dialogues. John is for that rea-
son sometimes called “the Divine.” The feather 
pen in his right hand is also characteristically used 
to identify an evangelist (although it can also sim-
ply signify a saint whose contributions to the 
church were significantly through her/his writ-
ings). He was born in Galilee and was the younger 
brother of James, both sons of Zebedee and Salome and both called by Jesus as they were fishing. He 
was called the beloved disciple and was closest to Jesus. In the gospels he is with Jesus at many key 
points in his life, such as the Transfiguration, the Last Supper, and the Garden of Gethsemane. He is the 
only male disciple at the crucifixion and there has Mary entrusted to his care by Jesus. He became one 
of the pillars of the early church, was at the Council of Jerusalem, and was arrested and tried by the 
Sanhedrin with Peter. Tradition has it that after some time in the city of Ephesus in Asia Minor (modern 
Turkey) he also went to Rome during the persecutions of Christians by the Emperor Domitian, but 
miraculously escaped martyrdom. He was exiled to the Greek island of Patmos. It was there that he had 
the visions relayed in the book of Revelation. After the death of the Domitian he was released from exile 
and returned to Ephesus. There he wrote the fourth gospel and the three epistles that bear his name. He 
died of natural causes at a considerable age, the only apostle to do so. 

St. John, the Evangelist

December 27
r4
Patron of Turkey, Asia Minor, friendship, writ-
ers, publishers, and victims of poisoning

God our Father,
you have revealed the mysteries of your Word through St. John the apostle.
By prayer and reflection may we come to understand the wisdom he taught.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

“Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Eben E. Sutherland”



St. Rita of Cascia (1381-1457) was born near Spoleto, 
Italy. Her parents married her off at the age of 
twelve to a man who treated her poorly. 
After eighteen years of marriage and two sons, her 
husband was killed in a brawl. After both sons also 
died, she tried several times to enter a convent but 
was denied. Finally in 1413 she entered the 
Augustinian monastery in Cascia. She became well 
known for her love of humanity and her personal 
penitence and asceticism. She received visions and 
at one point received a wound on her forehead as 
if made by a crown of thorns. This is intimated by 
the one over her head in the image. Note the spot 
of blood on her forehead. Many miracles continue 
to be attributed to her intercession.

St. Rita of Cascia

May 22
r5
Patroness of desperate causes and unhappily 
married women

Oh God, 
who in Thy Goodness, 
did bestow on St. Rita abundant grace to love all who injured her; 
to have her heart ever devoted to Jesus Christ, our Saviour; 
and her forehead wounded from thought of His suffering - grant, 
we beseech Thee, that through her intercession and merits we also may 
fully pardon our enemies, and be so mindful of Jesus sorrowful unto death 
that we may merit the reward He has promised to the meek of heart and to 
all who suffer patiently for His sake; 
Who lives and reigns forever and ever.
Amen.
“Gift of Mrs. Mary E. Plummer”



The tender love of a mother and her daughter is 
being portrayed in this colorful window. St. Ann, 
and her daughter, Mary, who is our Blessed Mother, 
the mother of our Lord, appear serene and confi-
dent in this half bucolic, half domestic setting.  
Mary is seen as a young girl. The two hold a scroll 
alluding to a non-canonical story about the girl-
hood of Mary. According to that tradition Anne 
married Joachim at age twenty and had her only 
child much later, at forty years of age. As the cou-
ple had seemed apparently barren they had prayed 
fervently, promising to dedicate the child to God. 
In response to their prayers an angel had appeared 
and told them they would have a child. St. Ann 
shares her feast day with her husband, St. Joachim.

St. Ann

July 26
r6
Patroness of Canada, homemakers, widows, 
women in labor, expectant mothers, childless 
women, cabinetmakers, miners, and cemeteries

God of our Fathers,
you give Saints Joachim and Ann the privilege of being parents of Mary,
the mother of your incarnate Son.
May their prayers help us to attain 
the salvation you promised to your people.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

“In memory of
   Delores Ch...ia and Salvatore Piazza”



St. Dominic was born in Spain in 1171 and became 
a  Benedictine monk around 1199. He became 
known for his strict adherence to the rule of St. 
Benedict and was made the superior of his chapter. 
In 1203 he accompanied his bishop on a preaching 
campaign against the Albigensian heretics. In 1206 
he established a group of women religious and 
assigned a group of preaching friars to help them. 
He also helped reform the Cistercian branch of the 
Benedictine Order. He spent the next several years 
of his life preaching against heresy, the Albigensian 
one being the most prevalent at that time. 
Eventually he founded the Order of Preachers, also 
called the Dominicans.  The Dominicans became so 
good at tracking down heretics they became known 
as the black dogs of the church, hence his companion in this image. St. Dominic is also remembered for 
promoting the rosary as a form of personal prayer and devotion. He died in 1221 and was canonized 13 
years later.

St. Dominic

August 8
r7
Patron of the Dominican Republic and astrono-
mers

Lord,
let the holiness and teaching of St. Dominic 
come to the aid of your Church.
May he help us now with his prayers 
as he once inspired people by his preaching.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

[no dedication]



This window shows Mary as Our Lady of the 
Apocalypse (or the Queenship of Mary). It is an 
interpretation of Mary’s larger role in salvation his-
tory inspired by the “women clothed in the sun…” 
from the book of Revelation or Apocalypse, chap-
ter 12:1. To this is combined the idea of Mary as 
daughter of Eve who will crush the serpent (the 
devil as a dragon seen here under Mary’s feet) as 
given in Genesis 3:15. The art, the image, must be 
seen through the Catholic understanding of Mary 
as a kind of anti-Eve. Mary’s humble assent to God 
leads to humanity’s salvation thus counteracting 
Eve’s disobedience and our original fall from 
grace.

Our Lady of the 
Apocalypse
August 22
r8

Holy Mary,
mother of God,
pray for us sinners, 
now, and at the hour of our death.
Amen

“Donated by 
  M. Lo Bue and family”



Leonard of Noblac was a Frankish nobleman in the 
court of Clovis I, the first king of the Merovingian 
dynasty. Because of the preaching of St. Remigius 
he, Clovis I and the Frankish court converted to 
christianity. Leonard was known for his piety and 
humility. He was able to persuade the king to 
release many prisoners. Therefore he is usually 
portrayed holding manacles and chains. He was 
offered a bishopric but turned it down and instead  
became a monk and founded a monastary. Later he  
became a hermit in the nearby woods. When the  
Queen was having a difficult pregnancy he was 
asked to pray for her and the child. The safe deliv-
ery of a son was credited to Leonard's interces-
sions. He was rewarded with many acres around 
the town of Noblac for the monastary, which he used to give to prisoners so they could establish new 
lives.

St. Leonard de Noblac

November 6
r9
Patron of political prisoners, imprisoned peo-
ple, prisoners of war, captives, women in labor

“a divozione de John Cavelli”

O Almighty God, 
Who has called us to faith, and surrounded us with so great a cloud of wit-
nesses; Grant that we, encouraged by the good examples of the Saints, and 
especially of your servant Leonard, may persevere in running the race that 
is set before us, until at length, through your mercy, we with them attain 
eternal joy; through him who is the author and finisher of our faith, your  
Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Christ the Good Shepherd is the well-loved image 
shown here. The idyllic scene reminds us of the 
many times our Lord and the apostles spoke of 
Jesus as the Good Shepherd to illustrate his kind 
love and protection for us.

Christ the Good Shepherd

r10

Lord Jesus,
You are the spotless lamb sacrificed for our sins, the lamb of God.
Lord, you have said to us "I am the Good Shepherd. I know my sheep and 
my sheep know me. I give them eternal life."
Help us to know you better, to follow your example of selfless giving 
and loving care of all your sheep, to recognize you in each other, 
and so be granted eternal life with you,
who art Lord forever, and ever.
Amen. 

“in memory
  of Charles & Mary Bellingall”



St. John the Baptist was the cousin of Jesus and son 
of Zachary, a temple priest, and Elizabeth, as told 
to us in Luke chapter 1. It was Mary’s visit to her 
elderly cousin Elizabeth, miraculously with child, 
that elicited the opening lines of the prayer: “Hail 
Mary….” John lived as a hermit and preached the 
need for repentance and baptism to show that 
change of heart. Jesus also came to him to be bap-
tized. John however recognized that it was he that 
should be baptized by Jesus (Luke chapter 3). John 
continued to preach but ran afoul of the secular 
powers by preaching against Herod Antipas. Herod 
had set aside one wife to marry the wife of his half 
brother. John was imprisoned and, at the request of 
the new queen’s daughter Salome, beheaded (Matt 14:1-12). Before death he instructed his disciples to 
follow Jesus. Two of those disciples were John and Andrew, the sons of Zebedee. John has two feast days, 
one on June 24 and a second one to mark his beheading on August 29. Our window shows the Jordan 
River, the site of John’s baptisms. He wears only a cloth of animal hide, the typical clothing of a hermit. 
This is derived from the Old Testament language about the prophet Elijah (1 Kings 17:1-7) who also 
spent time in the wilderness (seen here in the background). John is also seen holding a type of cross that, 
in Christian iconography, is used exclusively for John the Baptist. The pose is also typical for him, point-
ing at the cross with his right hand to indicate that he is the harbinger of the Christ. All is for Jesus, not 
for John’s personal glory. Evil, in the form of a snake, is on the run, seen at bottom left. He holds a scroll, 
perhaps to indicate his story begins the ministry, and hence the Good News, of Jesus the Christ.

St. John the Baptist

June 24 (birth) or August 29 (beheading) 
or September 23 (conception)
r11
Patron of Jordan, Florence, monks, highways, 
and spas

“In memory of
  G. B. Gagliardo
  donated by G. B. Gagliardo and Family”

God our Father,
you raised up John the Baptist 
to prepare people for Christ the Lord.
Give your Church joy in spirit and guide those who believe in you  
into the way of salvation and peace.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen. 



This window shows St. Margaret of Hungary (and 
Scotland) (1045-1093). Margaret was the daughter 
of an exiled prince and German princess. The fam-
ily lived in exile in the court of St. Stephan, King of 
Hungary, who was probably her uncle. When she 
was twelve they moved to the court of King 
Edward “The Confessor” of England, but fled 
there during the battle of Hastings in 1066. They 
received refuge at the court of King Malcolm III of 
Scotland in the castle of Dunfermline. In 1070 she 
and Malcolm were married. She became known for 
her personal piety and prayer, and charity to the 
poor and needy. She supported great reforms of 
the church, supported education and the arts, and 
acted as political advisor to her husband the king. 
She founded Holy Trinity Church in Dunfermline. She died at Edinburgh Castle soon after learning that 
rebels had killed her husband and son. She is one of Scotland’s great patron saints.

St. Margaret of Hungary 
and Scotland
November 16
r12
Patroness of Hungary and Scotland

Lord,
you gave St. Margaret of Scotland 
a special love for the poor.
Let her example and prayers 
help us to become a living sign of your goodness.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

“collection of
  Mrs. M. Rancadore and C. Riggio”



St. Gabriel the Archangel is the messenger angel 
par excellence. It was he who brought God’s mes-
sage to Daniel (Daniel 8:16-26, and 9:21-27), told 
the aged Zechariah he would have a son, John the 
Baptist, and carried the news of the incarnation to 
Mary. 

St. Gabriel Archangel

September 29
r13
Patron of Argentina, messengers, diplomats, 
postal employees, radio, television & telecom-
munications workers, and stamp collectors

God our Father,
in a wonderful way you guide the work of angels and men [humanity].
May those who serve you constantly in heaven
keep our lives safe from all harm on earth.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

“in memory of
  Gabriele and Clara Bisceglia”



St. Clare (Clair) (1194-1253) was born the daughter 
of a noble family in Assisi, Italy, but refused to 
marry. During Lent in 1212 she heard St. Francis 
preach and was so moved that she ran away to 
receive the habit from Francis. Her sister Agnes 
soon joined her. Her parents were quite upset and 
tried to forcefully get the girls back. However, 
Agnes, thanks to Clare’s prayers became so heavy 
she could not be lifted. They eventually began an 
order, to be known as the Poor Clares, in 1215. 
Another sister, Beatrice, their mother, and other 
noble and common women from Assisi soon joined 
Clare. They took strict vows of austerity and pov-
erty. During Clare’s lifetime her holiness and wis-
dom were well known and sought after. Bishops, 
cardinals, and more than one Pope consulted her. She is credited with many miracles during her life and 
ever since. One of the most celebrated miracles occurred during the invasion of the Italian peninsula by 
the Emperor Frederick II. The army was approaching Assisi with the aim of laying siege to it. St. Clare 
met the invaders at the city gates, standing unprotected, in the middle of the street, boldly holding out 
in front of her a monstrance containing the Blessed Sacrament. The soldiers were so overpowered by this 
statement that they dared not invade. Assisi was saved. This is the story portrayed in our window.

St. Clare of Assisi

August 11
r14
Patroness of television, embroiderers, good 
weather, chilbirth, diseases of the eye

God of mercy,
you inspired St. Clare with the love of poverty.
By the help of her prayers
may we follow Christ in poverty of spirit 
and come to the joyful vision of your glory
in the kingdom of heaven.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

“Dono di
  Clementina Cribari Loro Figlia”




